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 The paper will present Peirce's notions of diagram and diagrammatical reasoning 
as centerpieces of his mature theory of signs. Diagrams are complex signs, a structural 
subset of icons, the relations of whose parts mirror the relations of some of the parts of 
their objects. This makes possible diagrammatical reasoning: the manipulation of dia-
gram parts after certain rules may give access to new knowledge about the object. Dia-
grams are basically iconic, aided by general symbolic rules for their manipulation and in-
dices for their object reference. 
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